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KEY FACTS ABOUT THE BOOK OF JOSHUA
Book: Joshua
Old Testament Section: Historical Books
Chapters: 24
Key Person: Joshua, the successor to Moses
Name Meaning: Joshua means “The LORD saves.” The Hebrew name Yehoshua is closely related to the name Jesus.
Historical Setting: The book begins immediately after the death of Moses. Israel is preparing to cross the Jordan River and enter the land God had promised to Abraham and his descendants.
Major Theme: God is faithful to His promises. Israel is called to trust God, obey His Word, move forward in faith, and receive what He has promised.
Major Events in Joshua:
· Joshua becomes Israel’s leader.
· Israel crosses the Jordan River.
· Jericho is conquered.
· Israel takes possession of the Promised Land.
· The land is divided between the tribes.
· Joshua challenges Israel to remain faithful to God.
Key Spiritual Truth:
God’s people can move confidently into the future when they trust His promises, obey His Word, and depend upon His presence.



UNIT TITLE
STILL MOVING FORWARD
Unit Theme:
God remains faithful through every transition, every battle, and every season of life. The book of Joshua reminds us that as long as God gives us life, there is still opportunity to trust Him, obey Him, serve Him, and leave a faithful legacy.

LESSON TITLE
THERE IS STILL MORE AHEAD

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE PASSAGE
Joshua 1:1–11
“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” - Joshua 1:9 (KJV)

WHY THIS LESSON MATTERS
Life is filled with transitions. Retirement, changing health, loss of loved ones, changes within the family, and even changes within the church can make us wonder, “What comes next?”
Joshua teaches us that while one season may end, God may still have another assignment ahead.
The question is not simply, “What did I used to do?” The better question is, “Lord, what would You have me do in this season of my life?”

INTRODUCTION
Joshua begins at a difficult moment. Moses, the great leader of Israel, has died. For forty years, Moses had been the visible leader of God’s people. He had led them out of Egypt, through the wilderness, and to the edge of the Promised Land.
But now Moses is gone, and Joshua must lead Israel forward. God does not tell Joshua to spend his life looking backward. God acknowledges the loss and then says:
“Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan…” — Joshua 1:2Joshua teaches us an important truth:
The end of one chapter does not mean God has finished writing our story. We may not be able to do everything we once did. Our responsibilities may change. Our strength may change. Our circumstances may change. But we can still be faithful with what God has placed before us today.

KEY WORDS
Transition — The process of moving from one season, condition, responsibility, or experience into another. Joshua experienced a major transition when Moses died, and God called him to lead Israel forward.
Scripture: Joshua 1:1–2
Courage — The strength to trust and obey God even when circumstances make us afraid, uncertain, or uncomfortable. Biblical courage is rooted in confidence that God is with us.
Scripture: Joshua 1:9
Meditate — To carefully and continually think about, reflect upon, and apply God’s Word so that it shapes our thoughts, choices, and conduct.
Scripture: Joshua 1:8
Presence — The assurance that God is with His people, faithfully accompanying, strengthening, and sustaining them wherever He leads.
Scripture: Joshua 1:5, 9

LESSON OUTLINE
1. ACCEPT WHAT HAS _________________________
Joshua 1:1–2
“Moses my servant is dead…”
God begins Joshua’s new assignment by making him face a painful reality: Moses is dead. God does not ask Joshua to deny the loss, minimize the grief, or pretend that nothing has changed. Faith does not require us to ignore reality. There are moments in life when we must acknowledge that a season has ended before we can faithfully enter the next one.
Some changes are especially difficult because they involve people, roles, abilities, routines, or opportunities that have been important to us for many years. Certain people cannot be replaced. Some responsibilities we once carried may now belong to someone else. Our strength, schedule, family circumstances, or place of service may not be what they once were.
Yet acknowledging change does not mean surrendering our future. God said, “Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise.” There was grief to acknowledge, but there was also work still to be done.
For senior adults, this is an especially important truth. There may be things you cannot do the way you once did them, but that does not mean there is nothing left for you to do. Your role may change without your purpose disappearing.
Remember:
· It is healthy to acknowledge what has changed.
· Faith does not mean pretending that loss does not hurt.
· The ending of one season does not mean God has finished using you.
· A changed role does not mean a lost purpose.
Personal Reflection
What is one change in my life that has been difficult for me to accept?





2. _________________________ THERE IS STILL GROUND TO POSSESS
Joshua 1:2–6
After acknowledging Moses’ death, God immediately tells Joshua to “arise, go over this Jordan.” Joshua was not called merely to remember what God had done in the past. He was called to trust God for what was still ahead.
Israel had spent forty years in the wilderness, but the promise of God was still waiting for them. Their years of wandering did not cancel God’s purpose. Their difficult history did not mean their future was empty. There was still territory to possess, promises to trust, and assignments to complete.
The same principle applies to our lives. We should never assume that because we have reached a certain age or stage of life, our best usefulness to God’s kingdom is behind us. God may use us differently than He did years ago but differently does not mean less importantly.
There may still be:
· Someone to encourage.
· Someone to mentor.
· Someone to pray for.
· Something to teach.
· A testimony to share.
· A ministry in which you can serve.
· A younger generation that needs your wisdom and experience.
Our life experiences can become valuable tools in the hands of God. The lessons we learned through hardship, family life, work, ministry, grief, mistakes, victories, and years of walking with God may be exactly what someone else needs.
Remember: God can still use your experience. Everything God has brought you through can become something He uses to strengthen and bless somebody else.
Personal Reflection
What experience has God given me that could help someone else?




3. MOVE ________________________   WITH GOD’S PRESENCE
Joshua 1:7–9
Joshua’s assignment was enormous. He had to lead an entire nation into unfamiliar territory, face powerful enemies, cross the Jordan River, and continue the work that Moses had begun. If Joshua had depended only upon his own ability, the task would have been overwhelming.
But Joshua’s courage was not based upon his own strength. His confidence came from the promise of God:
“I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” — Joshua 1:5
God never promised Joshua an easy journey. There would be rivers to cross, walls to face, enemies to confront, and difficult decisions to make. What God promised was something even more important: His presence.
That same truth gives believers confidence today. Our security does not come from knowing exactly what tomorrow will bring. We may face health concerns, family changes, financial adjustments, grief, loneliness, new responsibilities, or unexpected challenges. But we do not face them alone.
God’s promise to Joshua reminds us that wherever God leads, His presence goes with us. Therefore, we do not have to be controlled by fear of the future. We can move forward one faithful step at a time because the same God who was with us yesterday is with us today.
Remember:
· God’s presence is greater than our uncertainty.
· Courage does not mean we are never afraid; it means we trust God enough to keep obeying Him.
· We may not know what lies ahead, but we know Who goes with us.
· We can face an uncertain future because we serve an unchanging God.



LIFE APPLICATION ASSIGNMENT
This week, identify one change in your life that has been difficult to accept.
Then prayerfully answer these two questions:
1. What has changed?



2. What opportunity may God still be placing before me?



Each morning this week, pray:
“Lord, help me faithfully serve You in the season I am in now.”



THIS WEEK I WILL REMEMBER
· My season may change, but God has not changed.
· My role may change, but God can still use me.
· My circumstances may change, but God’s presence remains with me.
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